
Did the student have 
close contact with a COVID-19 positive person?

NO

Screen all students for potential COVID-19 symptoms or exposure.

Student Symptom 
Decision TreeO
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Close Contact: ≤ 6 feet of a person with a con�rmed case for 15+ minutes.

Low risk symptom1

Option 2:

Option 1:

Send Home

Return to school 24hrs after symptom 
resolution. 
(without fever reducing medication)

STOP

With parental consent- 
complete Abbot BinaxNow 
COVID-19 Antigen test.*

If antigen test is negative, student can 
remain at school if the presented 
symptom is not a fever, and can be 
attributed to a non-COVID, 
non-currently-contagious condition 
(based on student history and/or nurse 
assessment.)

If antigen test is 
positive, follow 
protocol for 
reporting positive 
tests.
Send student home. 

Option 2:

Option 1:

Send Home

Send Home**

Seek evaluation with the student’s 
health care provider. STOP

With parental consent- 
complete Abbot BinaxNow 
COVID-19 Antigen test.*

If antigen test is negative, student can 
remain at school if the presented 
symptom is not a fever, and can be 
attributed to a non-COVID, 
non-currently-contagious condition 
(based on student history and/or nurse 
assessment.) 

High risk symptom1

Low risk symptoms>2
-Or-

MUST SEND HOME IF SYMPTOM IS FEVER OR LOSS OF TASTE/SMELL

*If your school site is not an antigen testing location, follow process for referral to your feeder school.

If student presents with:

YES
Report (email) close contact exposure to 
PositiveTest@slps.org for contact tracer to be assigned to 
student’s case. Additional guidance will be given 
depending on symptoms and vaccination status. 

STOP

**In consultation with local health care provider.

-OR-

If antigen test is 
positive, follow 
protocol for 
reporting positive 
tests.
Send student home. 

-OR-

Low-risk symptoms High-risk symptoms

Congestion/runny nose CoughHeadache

Fever (≥100.4°F) Sore throat Loss of taste/smell🥪

Nausea/vomiting/diarrhea Fatigue/muscle
or body aches Di�culty breathing

This care pathway was designed to assist school personnel and is not intended to replace the clinician’s judgement or establish a protocol for all 
patients within a particular condition. Diagnosis and treatment should be under the close supervision of a quali�ed health care provider.

If student presents with:


